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MBCB  approves  record  budget  for  2003 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


The  proposed  2003  CP  budget  institutions  of  higher  learning:  of  Darryl  Turner,  former  pastor 
also  contains  a  $980,000  contri-  Bettye  Coward  of  Blue  of  Bethany  Church,  Calhoun 
bution  to  the  church  annuity  pro-  Mountain  College  in  Blue  City,  who  moved  to  Tennessee, 
gram  under  the  categoiy  of  Mountain,  Larry  Kennedy  of  •  James  Copeland,  member 
Convention  Board  (MBCB),  Shared  Responsibilities  MBC  William  Carey  College  in  of  Liberty  Church,  Liberty,  to 
meeting  in  the  Baptist  Building  Matching  Portion.  While  that  fig-  Hattiesburg,  and  Lee  Royce  of  fill  the  unexpired  Mississippi 
in  Jackson  on  the  afternoon  of  ure  is  3.1%  of  the  proposed  bud-  Mississippi  College  in  Clmton.  Association  term  of  Martin 
August  27,  approved  a  pro-  get,  it  represents  no  increase  over  The  MBCB  executive  com-  Hayden,  former  pastor  of 

posed  record - -  the  2002  CP  budget.  mittee,  meeting  in  the  Baptist  Liberty  Church,  Liwrty,  who 

Cooperative  Program  The  final  adoption  Building  on  the  after-  accepted  the  call  to  pas- 

budget  for  2003  and  ^  of  the  proposed  CP  noon  of^ugust  26  and  tor  Mt.  Zion  Churcn  in 

authorized  negotiations  budget  for  2003  will  the  morning  of  August  Northwest  Association, 

for  the  purchase  of  prop>-  take  place  at  the  2002  27,  approved  the  reas-  •  David  Meadors, 

erty  adjacent  to  Camp  annual  meeting  of  the  signments  of  two  pastor  of  First  Church, 

Garaywa  in  Clinton.  Mississippi  Baptist  Baptist  Student  Union  Marks,  to  fill  the  unex- 
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The  proposed  2003  Convention  on  (BSU)  employees. 

CP  budget  of  October  29-30  at  First  Tom  McLaug 

^1,592,787  is  a  3.51%  Church,  Jackson.  longt^e  BSU  direct 

increase  over  the  record  McLaughlin  The  board  also  Mississippi  C 

2002  CP  budget  of  authorized  executive  Commumty  Colleg 

$30,522,692,  currently  in  effect,  director-treasurer  Jim  Futral  to  Moorhead,  will  bee 
The  portion  of  the  proposed  negotiate  with  the  owners  for  the  BSU  director 

2003  CP  budget  dedicated  to  possible  purchase  of  approxi-  Northwest 

Southern  Baptist  Convention  mately  28  acres  of  undeveloped  Community  C< 
causes  remains  steady  at  35%,  land  adjacent  to  Camp  Garaywa,  Senatobia,  effective  ] 
for  a  total  contribution  of  the  state  Girls  in  Action  Ccimp-  Liz  Thurmond,  1 
$11,0&7747§.  That  figure  ground  in  Clinton.  at  Hinds  Communi 

amounts  to  a  3.51%  increase.  Funding  for  the  purchase  Raymond,  on  July 

MBCB  programs  will  would  come  from  the  board's  the  associate  direct 

receive  37.35%,  or  Operating  Fund,  and  title  for  the  BSU  at  the  1 

$11,798,703.  That  figure  is  a  would  be  held  in  the  name  of  Mississippi  in  Oxfo 
4.03%  increase.  Mississippi  the  board.  The  executive 

Baptist  institutions  and  agen-  Convention  board  members  also  approved  new 
cies  will  receive  24.55%  or  the  also  heard  from  the  chairmen  bers  to  fill  unexpire 
proposed  2003  CP  budget,  for  of  the  board's  11  committees  •  Rex  Ard,  past< 
a  total  of  $7,756,609  —  a  and  from  the  presidents  of  Church,  Bruce,  to  f 
3.17%  increase.  Mississipppi's  three  Baptist  pired  Calhoun  Association  term 


Thurmond 


ness  that  if  we  are  to  reach  Mississippi  a 
Baptist  the  world  for  Jesus,  there  have  to  be  enur 
Kust  27  es  willing  to  'multiply'  themselves  — 
plant  churches  where  tne  need  exists." 

Duncan  and  Sadler  will  be  a  part  of 
MBCB  mis»ons  strategy  division,headed 
associate  executive  director  E>avid  Michel. 

"We  believe  the  greatest  obstacle 
church  growth  in  Mississippi  is  the  misp 
ceptiem  tirat  we  already  Mve  enough, 
even  too  many  churches.  Our  new  dru 
planting  strategists  will  6elpfl|MBr: 
Duild  a  aimate  for  church  growh, 
identify  new  people  groupis  to  be 
reached,  and  encourage  existing 
churches  to  partner  toother  for^^^| 
reaching  our  neighbors  more 
effectivdy,"  Michel  said. 


JACKSON,  Miss.  (Spec^)  —  The  execu 
tive  committee  of  the  Mississi 
Convention  Board  (M^B)  on  _ 
approved  a  pair  of  familiar  faces  to  take  on 
a  dauntine  challenee  —  planting  new 
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Sadler  (left)  and  Duncan 
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Relief  effort  raises  awareness  of  So.  Baptists 


such  as  communications  units,  and  other  resources  to  the  city 
shower  units,  and  even  a  laun-  over  the  next  few  years.  "In 
dry  unit  to  keep  volunteers  New  York  people  on  the  street 
supplied  with  clean  clothes.  would  stop  volunteers  with 
Later  the  mobile  kitchen  yellow  shirts  and  just  thank 
efforts  were  con-  them  for  coming,"  he  said. 

^  solidated  with  "It  shows  Southern  Baptists 

I  :  i|  Salvation  Army  as  caring  people,  and  that  we 
I  I  operations,  with  do  have  a  servant's  heart.  We 
^othem  ^ptists  are  willing  to  get  dirW  to  help 
partnering  to  sup-  people,”  ne  added.  '  lou  had 
ply  volunteers.  churches  and  associations  that 
Childcare  were 

bjB||||Kj^Q  units  also  set  up  there  was  an 

stations  in  relief  Washington  ancT  New 
centers,  allowing  be  seen  as  more 
victims  and  their  tie  church  on  the  corner." 
families  to  file  Caison  said  the  level  of 
Ipaperwork  national  exposure  also  has 
I  Knowing  that  opened  doors  with  many  agen- 
their  children  cies  and  partners  that  had  not 
were  being  lov-  existed  previously.  The  network 
ingjy  carecT for.  in  the  past  has  worked  with  the 

Chaplains  American  Red  Cross  and  the 
were  mobilized 
not  only  to  care 

rector-treasur-  stress^  ^  ^ _ 

d  lohn  Henry,  •^overy  work- 

alvation  Army  f ^  ^ 

he  Fresh  Kills  ^ 

y  Martin) 

surrounding 
impromptu 
memorials  that  sprung  up 
around  Manhattan. 

Later,  some  of  the  largest  Federal  Emergency  Manage- 
public  response  came  when  ment  Agency  primarily  to  pro- 

their  vide  feeding,  with  other  areas  of 
out  response  usually  coordinated 
ser-  through  other  channels, 
the  "IrKreasingly  with  state  and 
part-  local  governments  we're  going  to 
jippi  be  taking  responsibility  m  other 
rst  to  areas,  suot  as  cleanup  and  recov- 
y.  ery  and  spiritual  care  responses," 
il  the  Caison  said,  noting  discussions 
lent,  already  are  underway  with  state 
con-  officials  who  ccmtactw  Southern 
con-  Baptists  directly  to  be  involved 
lays,  in  their  comprehensive  home¬ 
work-  land  security  planning, 
early  Caison  said  Sept.  11  has  fur- 
pre-  ther  solidifiea  Southern 
were  Baptists'  reputation  as  one  of 
the  top  providers  of  volunteer 
f  the  disaster  relief  services  in  the 
nake  country  —  openi^  doors  for 
more  the  message  of  Christ  those 
volunteers  war. 

city  "Sept.  11  provided  validity 
will  for  the  type  of  ministry  we  do, 
ortu-  that  the  ministry  of  serving 
iding  Christ  in  the  crisis  was  very 
New  real,"  he  said,  "and  the  physical 
'ocus  things  that  we  did  gave  us  the 
:  will  opportunity  to  share  the  spiri- 
iteers  tual  interests  that  we  have. ' 


ALPHARETTA,  Ga.  (BP  and  There  has  been  a  significant 
local  reports)  —  Within  hours  increase  in  the  number  of  pjeo- 
of  the  ^pt.  11  attacks  in  New  pie  volunteering  for  trairung," 
York  and  Washington,  said  Mickey  Caison,  national 

Southern  Baptist  disaster  relief  coordinator  of  Southern  Baptist 

were  rolling  — M 
ready  to  cook 
for  vie- 
re- 

covery  work-  ^ 

care  for 

and  ; 

the  they 
done  so 
many  times 


ig  to  get  dirW  to  help 
he  added.  ' tou  had 


BAPTISTS 


doing  these  things,  but 
opportunity  with 
incf  New  York  to 
than  just  the  lit- 


The 
Second 
Front  Page 


Mississippi 
Baptist  disaster 
workers 
were  among 

the  first  to  re-^^^^^^^^B 
spond,  thanks 
funding 
from  the  Mar- 

HELPING  Ol 
State  Missions  jjjg  Mississ 

(right)  plan  mea 
By  me  time  y^orker  during  l 

those  landfill  on  Statei 

gen^  efforts 

finally  con- 

eluded  in  late  July,  the  response 
had  shap)^  the  entire  Southern 
Baptist  disaster  relief  network 
more  ffian  any  single  resfxmse 
since  Hurricane  Andrew  in  1992. 


disaster  relief  and  adult  volun¬ 
teer  mobilization  coordinator 
for  the  North  American 
Mission  Board  (NAMB). 

"We  usually  have  about 
2,5(X)  volunteers  p>articip>atmg 
in  training  in  a  year,  and  this 
past  year  we  saw  about  5,000," 
ne  pointed  out. 

The  319-day  respxrnse  was 
the  longest  sustained  emer¬ 
gency  rwief  effort  in  the  disas¬ 
ter  relief  network’s  history, 
ecliprsing  in  duration  even  the  scale  of  the 
om  massive  respxmse  following  Volunteers  fron 
Hurricane  Arnlrew  in  1992.  yentions  part 
frm  Mobile  kitchen  units  opierat-  tributing  20,842 
>me  ed  by  state  conventions  and  defined  as  one  i 
dis-  associations  provided  the  bulk  ing  one  day.  A 
oth  of  the  response  force  in  both  1.29  million  m 
the  New  York  and  Washington,  p>ared,  and  842 
along  with  suppmrt  structures  served  in  childc 
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LifeWay  best  sellers 

HARDBACK 

1.  Let's  Rcdl,  Lisa  Beamer  (lyndale)  . 

Z  J«us,  The  One  and  Only  (Broachnan  fc  Hohww,  LafeWqr's 
trade  books  ann) 

Z  at  Heart,  john  Eldicdge  (Neiaon) 

4.  Bringing  Up  Dk  James  Dobeon  (Tyndale) 

5.  Prisoners  of  Hope,  Dayna  Curry  &  Herttier  Mercer 

(Witeibrook) 

6.  When  Godly  People  Do  Ungodfy  Things  Belh  Moore  (BfcH) 

7.  Praying  God’s  Word,  Belh  Moore  (BIcH) 

8.  Ifcavel^  Li^  Max  Lneado  (Neiaari) 

9.  Phul  Great  Lives  W)L  6,  diaries  SarindoO  (Netaon) 

10.  Prayer  of  Jatiez  for  Wmen,  Brure  WiBanaon  (MdHno^ 

PAPERBACK 

1 .  Ptower  of  a  Pn^  Wbaaaav  Slmaaie  OBMilan  (Harvest  Houae) 
ZPto»rerofaPiayiH^WIfc.9l0cmfeQuartiaw(H»veatHoiMe) 

3.  I\nrer  of  a  Praylag  Hdriwpi  Stamie  OBsartian  (Harveal 

House)  ‘  > 

4.  IW»  of  a  Pniyii«  Pwsik  BtonMe  Oauatiap  (Harvest  Houae) 

5. !WLoveLmii|M«^CaryCliHpm(Mw*ylViaa) 

6.  Prtying  GoS1B&  Iteor  UhklBmnfc  OMriian  (Neiaon) 

7.  Friwer  of  a  PoilSipMiL  KMoi  Ladd  (Hwmd) 

8.  Cme  far  PaiiB,Lar»^fgi«>fc^ 

10.  Huaaor  for 


Less  than  one  week  after  the  plea  is  issued,  more  than  1,000  Southern 
Baptist  volunteers  join  a  force  of  1,500  volunteers  over  Labor  Day  week¬ 
end  to  aid  in  recovery  efforts  to  aid  the  victims  of  Hurricane  Andrew. 


A  month-long  US  Senate  battle  waged  by  "New  Right"  conservatives  to 
take  away  the  US  Supreme  Court's  authority  to  decide  school  prayer  cases, 
fails  after  four  unsuccessful  efforts  to  end  a  filibuster  against  the  measure. 


B.R  McKinney,  church  music  editor  secretary  of  the  IX-partment  of  Music 
at  the  Sunday  School  Board  and  composer  of  nrtore  than  700  hymns,  chil¬ 
dren's  son(^  and  anthems,  dies  five  days  after  an  automobile  accident. 
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never  again  bt'  the  same.  Even 
sadder  is  the  fact  that  we  hardly 
even  think  abnut  it.  We  raise  no 
natioru)!  army.  We  feel  no  sense 
I  of  urgency  to  teach  things  differ¬ 
ently,  act  differently,  build  our 
homes  diffeamtly,  or  even  pause 
to  listen  to  the  Creator  of  the 
home.  It  is  as  though  we  have 
made  the  destruction  of  family 
life  a  natural  part  of  our  life 
ptiocess,  and  everyone  of  us,  with 
the  war  and  rebuild  our  world,  virtually  no  exclusions,  gets 
Thea'  would  be  what  seemed  involved  in  helping  our  friends 
like  an  endless  prwession  of  and  family  members  or  maybe 
funerals  and  endless  digging  to  even  ourselves,  pick  up  and 
try  to  recover  those  lost  at  patch  pieces  most  of  our  days  on 
Ground  Zero.  If  the  world  stands  earth, 
another  99  years  and  America  3,000  More 

lcK>ks  back  on  September  11,  it  is  I  really  do  not  want  to  belabor 
doubtful  that  even  then  the  the  point,  but  would  you  at  least 
human  toll  will  have  been  totally  take  a  moment  to  look  at  another 
calculated.  How  many  sons  and  3,000?  On  the  day  of  our  national 
daughters  never  returned  h<ime  tragedy,  the  average  rilimber  of 
from  that  morning?  How  many  abortions  exceeded  3,000.  As 
fathers  and  mothers,  brothers  with  divorce,  this  is  an  every  day 
and  sisters,  neighbors,  and  busi-  tKcurrence.  If  we  agree  that  the 
ness  asstxriates  never  returned?  numbers  from  the  World  Trade 
Four  planes  and  19  terrorists  Center  am  sta^ering,  let’s  take 
took  over  3,000  lives  and  threw  a  the  time  to  add  these  staggering 
nation  of  over  300  million  into  figures.  It  has  been  over  3()  years 
shock,  prayer,  and  high  alert.  since  Roe  Woiie  and  well  over  a 
The  theme  that  1  have  seen  million  childmn  a  year  ha\'e  been 
most  often  during  these  days  of  taken  from  their  mover's  womb 
remembrances  is,  "We  will  not  and  destmyed.  This  is  one  of  the 
forget!"  For  those  of  us  who  most  incredible  featums  of  this 
lived  through  the  experience,  1  wonderful  nation  —  that  we 
doubt  we  will  ever  forget  have  created  a  court  system  that 
because  1  doubt  that  we  can.  It  is  so  powerful  that  it  can  declare 
is  now  deeply  etched  into  our  that  a  newly  formed  life,  living 
national  psyche  where  it  will  and  viable  in  its  mother’s  womB, 
remain  to  harm  us,  chill  us,  does  not  have  a  right  to  an  exis- 
thrill  us,  inspire,  incite,  and  tence  simply  because  someone 
implore  us  all  at  the  same  time,  else  decides  that  it  should  not 
Another  3,000  live. 

For  just  a  moment,  would  you  Thank  God  there  are  voices 
walk  with  me  and  look  at  the  that  speak  up  and  speak  out  for 
painful  destruction  that  Ux)k  these  unborn,  silent  children, 
place  in  other  places  on  that  same  Thank  God  that  at  times  there 
day.  On  September  11,  2001,  in  are  steps,  ever  so  small  but  pos- 
the  quiet,  still  setting  of  a  court-  itive  steps,  that  reduce  the 
room,  a  family  diea  by  divorce  number  of  abortions  in 
decree.  Actually,  it  was  not  just  Mississippi  and  across  the  land, 
one  family,  but  over  3,000  fami-  Thank  God  that,  from  time  to 
lies  died  by  divorce  foat  day.  The  time,  there  seems  to  Be  a  mental 
next  day,  on  average,  another  and  sometimes  spiritual  break- 
3,000+  homes  OTded  The  r«xt  through  that  brings  an  aware- 
day,  anott^r  3,000.  That’s  the  way  ness  and  an  awakening  to 
it  occurs  in  America.  Over  thie  America's  consciousness  that 
span  of  a  year,  right  at  15  millitm  says,  "This  is  not  right!" 
families  die  as  a  result  of  divorce.  So  ij  is  that  as  we  pause  for  a 
That  in  itself  involves  three  mil-  hme  of  remembrance  this 
licMi  petmle,  not  including  the  week,  we  should  rernember  the 
pain  ana  uncertainty,  eind  the  other  3,000,  for  while  Ground 
trauma  and  tears  of  children,  par-  Zero  has  not  been  repeated,  the 
ents,  grandparents,  and  friends,  loss  of  our  families  and  the  loss 
As  wiBi  the  naticmal  9-11  tragedy,  of  these  precious  little  babies 
foese  tragedies  mean  that  life  wul  goes  on,  and  on,  and  on. 


Remembering  9-11 
.\ND  3,000  More 


The  n'membrances  of  the  ter¬ 
rorist  attacks  of  one  year  ago 
ha\  e  managcxl  to  bring  all  t)f  the 
realitv  and  many  of  the  feelings 
tlwt  we  experienced  back  to  the 
surface.  Since  we  first  saw  the 
planes  flv  into  the  towers  and 
heard  oF  the  planes  that  went 
down  in  Pennsylvania  and  at  the 
Pentagon,  a  year  has  passed  and 
it  has  taken  most  of  that  time  to 
compile  the  numbers  represent¬ 
ing  mose  who  died  in  the  attack. 
Amazingly,  the  numbers  vary 
from  one  account  to  another,  but 


fhn  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Bt>ard 


friends  went  down,  the  number 
was  44.  Add  them  up  and  the 
shiKk  of  what  unfolded  before 
us  on  September  11  begins  to  be 
understotxl,  for  over  3,000  petv 
pie  went  to  work  that  morning. 


Mims  meets  missions  directors 


Gene  Mims  (second  from  right),  president  of  the  Church  Resources  Division  at  Lif^ay 
Christian  Resources  in  Nashville,  was  the  keynote  speaker  September  6-7  for  the  annual 
Associational  Missions  Directors  (AMD)  Prayer  Retreat  at  Camp  Garaywa  in  Clinton.  Mims, 
who  spoke  on  his  book  entitled.  The  Seven  Churches  Not  In  the  Book  of  Revelation,  was  greet¬ 
ed  by  (from  left)  Courtney  Seivy,  Panola  Association  AMD;  Ken  West,  Washington  Association 
AMD;  and  Billy  Murphy,  Lamar  Association  AMD.  (BR  photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  jr.) 


SBC  CP  shows  rise 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  Gifts  to  the  Southern  Baptist 
C(xivention  (SBC)  Cooperative  Program  (O*)  in  August  were 
9.64%  above  gifts  ftv  August  2001,  according  to  a  news  release 
ftom  SBC  Executive  Committee  President  and  Chief  Executive 
Officer  Morris  H.  Chapman.  Year-to-date  support  for  CP 
Miseioirs  is  4.58%  ahead  of  totals  at  ftiis  sanre  fx^t  last  year. 
August's  $15,983549.68  in  CP  gifts  to  support  S^them  Baptist 
ministries  globally  and  across  Norfti  America  compared  to 
$14578X170^  in  August  2001,  a  difference  of  $1,4()5,479.66. 
Desisted  gifts  of  $3,972,188.91  in  August,  meanwhile,  were 
30.9^  below  August's  2(X)l's  $5,755,o86.49,  a  decrease  of 
$l,783,697.KJn  yeir-to-date  CPjidving,  $167,941582.53  has.been 
received,  cranparod  with  $1605^711.06  in  2000-01,  an  increase 
of  458%  or  $7549,171.47.  In  year-to-date  designated  giving, 
$166,978,452.^  has  been  received,  compared  with 
$1^53^014.34,  an  increase  of  .09%  or  $146,438.64.  The  SBC 
cerates  on  an  Oct.  1-Sept.  30  fiscal  year.  For  the  SBC 
Cooperative  Program  AUocation  Budget,  ftiie  August  receipts  of 
$15,983549.68  were  107.57%  of  the  budgeted  $14558,239.92,  or 
$1,125509.76  above  die  budget  goal. 


Mississippi  Baptists  gave  $2535561  in  the  month  of  August 
to  the  work  of  the  Lord  through  the  Mississippi  Cooperative 
Program  (CP),  according  to  Jim  Futral,  execubve  director-trea¬ 
surer  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  which  dis¬ 
burses  tile  CP  funds.  %e  August  total  was  23.62%  less  than  the 
July  total  of  $2,926582,  and  14.38%  below  tiie  $2511,073  given  in 
August  2001.  CP  giving  is  up  2.27%  for  tiie  fiscal  year  that  runs 
January  -  December,  but  the  record  CP  budget  thisyear  is  a 
razor-tnin  1.63%  ahead  of  needs.  To  meet  the  2002  Cr  budget, 
$25^558  in  gifts  is  needed  eadi  month.  That  figure  was 
reached  in  January,  April,  May,  and  July,  but  not  in  tiie  other 
months.  The  2002  CP  budget  has  been  buoyed,  however,  by  the 
all-time  giving  record  in  January  ($35895^)  and  a  near-record 
in  July  (:fe,92C882).The  total  2002  CP  budget  of  $305^,692  was 
adopted  by  messer^rs  to  the  2001  annual  meeting  of  the 
Mississippi  B^tist  Convention.  Mississippi  CP  helps  fund  such 
programs  as  xe  You  at  The  Pole  on  Srotember  18;  the  Baptist 
Nurses  Fellowship  meeting  at  Camp  Garaywa  in  Clinton  oti 
September  20;  ana  the  Church  Media  Library  State  Conference 
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Oppression  fails  to  stop  Gospel  message 


did  not  often  give  tracts  to  Muslims,  but 
Tom  knew  Paul  would  not  be  turned  off  by 
the  vocabula^  because  they  had  already 
talked  about  Christ. 

"It  seemed  like  he  had  already  made  the 
decision  and  this  was  kind  of  review,"  Tom 
said.  "There  on  a  bench  overlooking  the 
sea,  he  asked  Jesus  to  come  into  his  neart 
and  save  him  from  his  ^n. 

"Now  he  is  meeting  with  another 
Christian,  a  St>uth  African  guy,  and  going 
through  some  discipleship  things  together. 

"Our  prayer  is  that  he'll  grow.  That  he'll 
learn  to  share  his  faith  with  others.  That  he 
won't  be  afraid  to  share  his  faith.  That 
when  he  is  persecuted  —  and  he  will  be 
eventually  —  he'll  come  through  it.  That 
there  will  be  some  kind  of  Christian  com¬ 
munity  for  him." 


Pledge  constitutional  campaign  started 


Jim  Futral -(at  podium),  executive  director-treasurer  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  expresses  support  for  a  newly-formed  constitutional  amendment 
campaign  to  protect  the  "One  Nation  under  Cod,"  wording  of  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance. 
Futral  spoke  during  an  August  26  news  conference  at  the  State  Capitol  in  Jackson,  called 
by  Mississippi  Lt.  Governor  Amy  Tuck  (over  Futral's  right  shoulder)  and  attend^  by  a 
number  of  state  legislators.  For  more  information  on  the  campaign,  contact  Tuck's  office 
at  P.O.  Box  1018,  Jackson,  MS  39215.  Telephone;  (601)  359-3200.  E-mail: 
atuck@mail.senate.state.ms.us.  (BR  photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


BEAT  Hunger  weekend  set  for  October  11-13 

MACI4\/1I  I  IT  Tonn  —  Cnm  mi  scion  tF.RI.C).  said  2001.  So  far  this  year,  giving  United  States  were  more  than 


15,500  professions  of  faith. 

"1  want  to  see  leaders  CTasp 
the  reality  that  this  type  of  min¬ 
istry  is  very  dear  to  God's 
heart,"  Nelson  said.  "It's  very 
unlikely  we'll  see  the  revival 
we've  been  praying  for  without 
ministering  to  people  in  need. 
Proverbs  21:13  tells  us  that  who¬ 
ever  stops  their  ears  to  the  cry  of 
the  poor  shall  c^  themselves 
and  not  be  heard."^ 

Registration  for  BEAT 
Hunger  Weekend  and  resources 
to  aid  churches  in  the  emphasis 
are  available  at  www.beat- 
hungerweekend.com. 
Additional  information  is  avail¬ 
able  from  Nelson  via  e-mail  to 
worldhungerfund@erlc.com. 
The  money  raised  during  the 
BEAT  Hunger  Weekend  will 
benefit  the  World  Hunger  Fund 
and  will  K'  utilized  in  the  U.S. 
and  around  the  world. 
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Youth  dies 
after  church 
shooting 

ALBUQUERQUE,  N.M. 
(BP)  —  A  teenager  died 
September  5  after  being  shot 
by  police  the  day  before  in 
the  foyer  of  an  Albuquerque 
Baptist  church.  Police  said 
Dominic  Montoya,  14,  was 
shot  when  he  pointed  what 
turned  out  to  be  a  fake 
handgun  at  the  officers 
inside  the  Taylor  Ranch 
Church  in  the  northwestern 
part  of  the  city. 

Police  officers  were  called 
to  the  church  after  reports  of 
a  man  with  a  gun.  Choir 
rehearsal  had  just  ended 
and  a  small  group  of  young 
adults  were  talking  when 
Montoya  wandered  into  the 
church. 

"He  was  shaken  when  he 
came  in,"  said  Timothy 
Marrow,  pastor  of  Taylor 
Ranch  Church  and  a  trustee 
of  LifeWay  Christian 
Resources.  '"When  he  raised 
his  shirt  one  of  the  church 
members  saw  that  he  was 
carrying  a  gun." 

When  the  police  arrived, 
the  teenager  went  into  the 
foyer  where  he  was  told  to 
drop  his  weapon.  He  report¬ 
edly  pointed  the  gun  at  a 
responding  officer,  who  shot 
him  twice  in  the  side  Police 
are  investigating  the  incident. 

Marrow  said  he  doesn't 
know  why  the  youi^  man  ^ 
came  to  the  church.  "That's  a 
mystery,"  he  said.  "He  was¬ 
n't  a  member  of  the  church 
and  no  one  recalled  seeing 
him  around."  No  church 
members  were  injured  in  the 
incident. 
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Clear  Branch  Church,  Saturday  Nights  in 


beptemoer  wor- V^OUNW  lv>i> 
ship  services  with 
House  as 
speaker. 

Services  6 

Saturday 

evening.  For  more  M  ^ 

call  I^L.  t 

the  church  office  at  I- 

Springs 
Caledonia, 
a  back- 

to-school  youth  rally  Backyard  Bible  Club  parHcipants  of  Friendship  Church,  Columbus 
on  Sept.  55  at  7  p.m. 

The  guest  speaker  will  be  Gary 
Fermenter,  and  Chris  Layton  wiU 
lead  in  worship. 

Phil  Cross  and  Poet  Voices 
will  present  their  farewell  tour 
at  Northcrest  Church, 

Meridian,  at  7  p.m.  on  Sept.  19. 

For  additional  mformation,  call 
(601)  482-3498. 


ter.  Activities  will  include  fel¬ 
lowship  at  10  a.m.;  worship 
service,  11  a.m.;  and  lunch  in 
fellowship  hall. 


Darlove  Church, 

Hollandale,  recently  presented 
a  check  to  Ken  West,  missions 
director  for  Washington  Baptist 
Association,  in  the  amount  of 
RAs  of  Byron  Harbin  $4,500  f(^r  definite  needs  of  the 
Chapter,  First  Church,  children  in  the  orphanages  in 
McLaurin,  Hattiesburg,  col-  the  Ukraine.  The  money  was 
lected  $1,400  for  their  mission  raised  from  donations,  special 
camps  and  over  100  cans  of  offerings,  garage  sales,  and 
foocl  for  hunger  relief.  Paul  other  activities.  Pictured  is 
Pope  Church,  Pope,  will  cel-  Collier  is  director.  The  coun-  West  receiving  a  check  from 
rate  its  130th  anniversary  on  selors  are  Kevin  Mapp  and  Cheryl  Smyly,  and  the  congre- 
pt.  29.  The  program  will  Neil  Hennis.  caHon  of  Darlove  Chumh. 


Kerry  &  Amy  Waldon  and  Wayne  Moak 


Macedonia  Church, 

Brookhaven,  will  celebrate  its 
sescjuicentennial  (150  years) 
anniversary  on  Oct.  6. 
Activities  for  the  d^  will 
include  Sunday 
School,  9:15  a.m.; 
worship,  10:30  a.m.; 
^^^^^■and  potluck  lunch 
in  the  Family  Life 
Center  at  noon.  A 
museum  will  be 
located  in  the  old 
fellowship  hall. 
Included  the 

museum  will  be  a 
display  of  items 
placed  in  a  time  box 
located  behind  the 
comer  stone  of  the 
sanctuary  when 
was  built  in  1968. 
David  L.  Sellers  is 
pastor. 


RAs  of  First  Church  McLaurin,  Hattiesburg 


New  Hope 
Church,  Mt.  Olive,  will  have  a 
TOspel  sing  with  the  New  Life 
Quartet  from  Purvis,  on  Sept. 
15,  at  6  p.m. 

Moorhead  Church, 

Moorhead,  will  celebrate  its 
100th  anniversary  on  Oct.  13. 
Charles  Ray  Sr,,  former  pas¬ 
tor,  will  be  the  visiting  mmis- 


GAs  of  New  Hope  Church,  Starkville 


Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc 


Brentwood,  TN  ♦  Since  1953 

Church  Buses  ♦  Vans  ♦  New  &  Used 

We  buy  used  buses 

.  Life  Way  Discount 


Fifth  Sunday  Night  Singing 
featuring  the  puppet  ministry 
wilkbe  held  at  Barnes  Crossing 
Church,  Saltillo,  at  6  p.m.  on 
Sept.  29.  J.O.  Johnson  is  pastor. 

Heucks  Retreat  Church, 
Brookhaven,  will  be  having 


Steeples  & 
Baptistries 


UnyiwdwdipMMi 

•  StMpift  aKneai^* 

•  taptrtt*«t  Wirdovn  tOO-iT  ^ 

•  iiqhHom  •lapmt'y  •ClottM 

Crowe*  HMton  Hi  >%•. 


Cell  for  frM 

BROCHORCl 


BAPTISTRIES  ' 

_  HEATERS.  PUMPS 

f  FACTORY  DIRECT 

^TOU.  FREE  1-800-251-0679 
WWW  nberglauchurchprod.com 
FIBERGLASS  BAPTISTRY  CO 
SON  WE  •  CHATTANOOGA.  TN  374 15  j 


Available  in  20'  to  37’  nunleh 
(12  to  47  passengers,  /Vcw  Used) 


www.carpenterbus.com 
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Names  in  the  News 


Rn\  ivAL  Dates 


Lauren 
Johnson,  a 
member  of 
Woodland 
Hills 
Church, 
Jackson, 
spent  the 
summer 
singing 
with  the 


Senior  Adults  of  Woodland  Hills  Church,  Jackson 


Jesus  Cfirist 


‘Hequests  ^iHonori 
of*your*Presence  L 
in^ieaven!  I 


Yoii  Can  Respond 
Rioht  Now! 

Simply  share  the  followiitf’  prayer 

with  Gad  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord.  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 

(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death. 

(I  repent.) 

3.  1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  1  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on.  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

But  as  nmny  as  received  him.  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 

children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name  (John  1:12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  Uxlay,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


Ransier,  Murry,  and  Powell 


Jim  Smith  and  Drew  Pabbs 


IN  CONCERT 

Broadmoor  Baptist  Church 

1531  Highland  Colony  Parkway,  Madison,  MS 
FRIDAY,  September  20,  2002 
7:30  P.M. 

Tickets:  $12.00  -  Artist  Circle 
$10.00  -  General  Admission 


Springdale,  West:  Sept.  29- 
Oct.  4;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and 
lunch;  Mon.-Fri.,  7  p.m.;  Basil 
Wicker,  Slaughter,  La.,  evange¬ 
list;  Robbv  Robertson,  music; 
Mark  WicKer,  pastor. 

Wayside,  Vicksburg:  Sept. 
15-18;  Sunday,  6:30  p.m.;  Mon.- 
Wed.,  7  p.m.;'Bud  Dixon,  Yazoo 
City,  speaker;  Bud  Shiers, 
Vicksburg,  music;  Larry  W. 
Haggard,  pastor. 


For  Tickets  or  additional  information,  contact  the 
Worship  Ministry  Office  at  (601)  898-4932. 
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J.  B. 
Costilow 
will  retire 
Sept.  15 
after  serv¬ 
ing  as  pas¬ 
tor  for  35 
years  at 
Liberty 
Church, 
Newton. 
There  will  be  a  retirement 
reception  honoring  him  at  the 
church  from  2  to  4  p.m. 

Costilow  is  a  ^aduate  of 
Clarke  College,  Mississippi 
College,  and  received  rus 
master  of  theology  from 
Southern  Seminary  ijL 
Louisville,  Ky.  He  Wm 
ordained  by  First  Church, 
Grenada,  on  Feb.  25,  1951. 
After  seminary,  Costilow 
became  BSU  director  at 
Clarke  College  and  remained 
in  that  position  until  1990. 

Before  going  to  Liberty 
Church  he  pastured  several 
chinches  including  Smyrna 
Church,  New  Trenton, 
Indiana;  Goodwater  Church, 
Mehan  Junction;  and  Bolton 
Church,  Bolton.  He  has  also 
served  as  interim  pastor  at  a 
number  of  local  churches. 


Costilow 


Carpenter  of 
Dumas,  and 
^^^Rebecca 
a  1  t  o  n  , 

of  New  Albany  and  Becky 
Dalton  of  Clinton  were  eacn 
awarded  a  Sara  Sunderman 
Campus  Kappa  Scholarship 
from  the  National  Kappa 
Kappa  lota, 
the  oldest 
professional 
organization 
for  educators 
in  the  United 
States. 

Carpenter 
and  Dalton 
are  senior 
elementary 
education 
majors  at  Blue  Mountain 
College.  Carpenter  was  elected 
by  the  student  body  to  serve  as 
the  2002  Student  Government 
President.  Dalton  was  elected 
by  her  peers  to  serve  as  the 
2002  President  of  Kappa  Kappa 
lota  at  Blue  Mountain  College. 


Dalton 


First  Church,  Lucedale,  has 
called.  Travis  Dunlap  as  minis¬ 
ter  to  students.  A  native  of 
Pearl,  he  received  his  educa¬ 
tion  at  Hinds-  Community 
College  and  Mississippi 
College.  His  previous  place  of 
service  was  Colonial  Heights 
Church,  Jackson. 


e-njajl  addres^  is 

www.NortheastBSU.org. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  CobbJ 
Marsh,  and  Wayne  Vandiver, 
BSU  director. 


Brandy  Boyer  (left)  and 
Jennifer  Thompson  listen  intent¬ 
ly  during  the  morning  message 
brought  by 


Donnie 
Jones  has 
accepted  the 
call  as  full 
time  minister 
of  youth  and 
children  at 
Liberty 


Collette  Weei 

Jones  1 

Hattiesburg,  •' 

attends  Meridian  Community 
College,  Meridian.  Thompson, 
from  Sumrall,  attends  Jones 
Junior  College,  EUisville. 


Church, 

serving  as  part  time  minister  of 
youth  during  the  past  year 
while  teaching  in  tne  scnool 
system.  Jones  is  a  graduate  of 
William  Carey  College. 
Pictured  (from  left)  with  Jones 
is  Phillip  Gandy,  pastor. 


Boyer  and  Thompson 

Joe  Marsh,  a  stmhomore  at 
Northeast  MS  Community 
College  (NEMCC),  is  the  first- 
ever  recipient  of  the  Northeast 
Baptist  Student 

scholarship  in 

honor  of  Joe  Cobb, 

who  served  as  the 

BSU  director  for  28 

years.  For  addi- 

tional  information  ^ 

on  the  scholarship  , 

fund,  contact  the  -  /  :'w 

BSU  at  P.  O.  Box  -S 

566,  Booneville, 

Ed  Earnest,  associ- 
ate  director,  at 


BAPTISTS 


(662)  728-5409.  The  Cobb,  Marsh,  and  Vandiver 
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Thk  B^PT1ST  RFa'»Rn 


Letters  to 
THE  Editor 


Unsifined  letters  will  not  lx?  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  Ix'  used. 


Eut  h  correspondi'nt  must  include 
.in  .iddri'ss  .ind  telephone  numix'r 
lor  verific.ition.  In  sper  i.il  inst.inces, 
n.ime  nwy  /x>  withheld  Jt  writer's 
riKfuest  .ind  editor's  discretion. 


Ple.ise  include  the  n.ime  of  ccxip- 
erjtinfi  Mississippi  B.iptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  <i  mem- 
lx?r.  (Mississippi  B.iptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  sp.ice 
is  limited.) 

Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words  All  correspondence  is 
subjec  t  to  editinfi. 


Correspondents  should  refr.iin 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  edi¬ 
tor  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 


No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 


When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


LIFE  CHAINS  COMING 

Editor; 

On  Och>lxT  6,  metro  jockstm 

f>ro-lifers  an’  making  plans  to 
ine  busy  stnvts  in  the  an»a  hold¬ 
ing  signs  and  praying  for  an  end 
to  abortion.  Last  year  almost  700 
participated  in  the  Jackson/ 
Ridgeland  and  Clinton  chains, 
and  more  are  expected  this  year 
because  a  chain  nas  been  acided 
in  Rankin  County. 

Life  Chain  is  the  one  pro¬ 
life  activity  that  centers  on  the 
church  and  prayer  to  end 
abortion.  Many  pro-fife 
emphases  are  educational 
with  medical  and  psychologi¬ 
cal  facts  being  presented,  but 
this  great  event  is  unapologet- 
ically  religious  and  spiritual. 

Right  to  Life  of  Jackson 
(RTLJ)  is  coordinating  the  metro 
area  Life  Chains  ana  providirjg 
signs  for  the  participants  to 
hold.  Churches  and  individuals 
can  join  the  chain  bv  calling 
(601)  956-8636,  e-mailing 

rtlj@jam.rr.com,  or  by  showing 
up  on  the  day  of  the  chains.  All 
three  chains  run  from  2-3  p.m. 
on  October  6,  with  the  Clinton 
chain  meeting  on  Highway  80 
near  the  old  Wal-Mart; 
Jackson/ Ridgeland/  Madison 
on  County  Line  Road;  and 
Rankin  County  on  Highway  80 
in  the  Crossgates  area. 

Life  Chains  will  also  be  con¬ 
ducted  across  the  state  with 
several  chains  on  the  coast,  as 
well  as  chains  in  Hattiesburg, 
Columbus,  Forest,  Houston, 
Vaiden,  and  Tupelo. 

Pat  Cartrette,  RTLJ 
Jackson 


MUCH  DARKNESS 
Editor: 

It  appears  that  in  this  new 
Age  of  Enlightenment  there  is 
much  darkness!  The  terrorists 
have  cast  a  forbidding  shadow 
over  our  land  that  has  revealed 
the  corrupt  nature  of  mankind. 
America  nas  chosen  gold  over 
God,  greed  over  grace,  and 
machines  over  man.  We 
declared  God  dead  in  the  Sick 
Sixties  and  dismissed  him  from , 
the  classroom,  courtroom,  and 
workplace.  The  counterculture 
revolution  rejected  the  author¬ 
ity  of  God,  government,  and 


the  Greatest  Generation.  The 
Wizards  t)f  Wall  Street  have 
revealed  our  natural  greed  and 
our  mania  over  materialism. 

We  will  be  chasing  terrorists 
until  Kingdom  come!  Only  by 
the  grace  of  (Hod  can  we  sur¬ 
vive  the  fury  of  evil.  Satan's 
power  is  great.  Elis  disguise’s 
are  legion  —  Stalin,  Saddham, 
Socialism  —  as  he  hides  behind 
the  veil  of  religion. 

The  twentieth  century  was 
billed  as  the  Century  of  Light. 
We  pride  ourselves  as  the  most 
educated  and  enlightened  stKi- 
ety  on  earth,  yet  we  are  forever 
waging  undeclared  war  in  the 
name  of  justice.  Our  young 
people  have  become  cannon 
fodder  ever  since  the  forgotten 
war  of  Korea. 

Dr.  Livingstone  brought  the 
Light  to  darkest  Africa,  who  is 
going  to  carry  the  Light  to  the 
darkness  of  the  Middle  East? 
No  longer  can  our  gixlless  gov¬ 
ernment  and  scK'iety  of  excesses 
claim  to  be  the  hope  of  the 
world.  A  recent  religious  sur¬ 
vey  revealed  that  857o  of  the 
Christian  churches  in  America 
are  in  decline.  Best  we  hurry! 
Our  light  is  fading  fast. 

Paul  Lycette 

Jackson 


GIANT  IS  GONE 

Editor: 

On  July  19,  James  Donald 
(Don)  Stanfill  went  to  be  with 
the  Lord.  Following  a  six-month 
battle  with  cancer,  Don  went 
into  a  coma  Friday  evening  and 
quietly  slipped  into  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  the  Lord.  He  is  survived 
by  his  wife  Doris,  his  son 
Donnie,  two  lovely  daughters 
Tera  and  Lucy,  plus  five  won¬ 
derful  grandchildren. 

Don  pastored  churches  in 
Mississippi  and  Arkansas,  and 
for  the  last  16  years  served  as 
associational  missions  director 
(AMD)  for  Lafayette/Marshall 
Counties.  He  was  a  true  mis¬ 
sionary.  Every  church  he 
served  gave  generously  to  the 
Cooperative  Progra^i,  tne  asso¬ 
ciation,  and  the  nome  and  for¬ 
eign  mission  offerings. 

During  his  tenure  as  AMD, 
nirre  churches  were  added  to  tEie 
roll,  plus  massive  increases  in 
of  the  churches  to  ti>e  assod- 


IT  .  ,  S  ^  i*  - 

..i.  ■  ^ 


AMERICA'S  FASTEST  CROWING 
CHRISTIAN  LONG  DISTANCE 

Company.  No  monthly  service  charge, 
4.9  cents/minute,  6-second  billing, 
(toll-free)!  -  866-587-8346. 
www.covenantpljoneservice.com 

Agent  opportunity  available.  _ 

CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY  Free 
estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 
Miss.,  phone  (601)  776-6617. 

HOPPER  CLASS  STUDIO  "  TTustom 
church  windows,  reworking  and  repair 
-  Columbus/lackson  -  (877)  477-1899. 
ATTENTION  MINISTERS  and  self- 
employed.  Finally  affordable  health 
in^rance;  c^  (662)  568-3482.  _ 
lONCVIEW  BAPTIST 

CHURCH/Pontotoc  -  119th 

Anniversary/Homecoming  is  September 
21-22.  Saturday's  schedule  is  5:30  p.m. 
Praise  service,  6:00  p.m.  meal,  then 


7:00  p.m.  "Time  of  Reflection  and 
Celebration'  featuring  several  former 
pastors,  staff,  and  families.  Sunday's 
guest  speaker  is  George  Johnson. 


.  is  pastor. 


HOMECOMING  -  Leland,  Lakeview 
Baptist  Church  50th  Anniversary  Sunday, 
September  22,  2002;  services  begin  at 

10:30  a.m.,  dinner  and  afternoon 

singing,  S.B.  Boyette,  l^stor. 
HEIDELBERG  STAINED  ISIASS, 
Meridian.  Design,  Fabrication,  Repair. 
Call  1-800-368-2705  or  fax  illustra- 

tions  to  (601)  483-7958. _ 

PARADISE  LANES  -  Mississippi's  only 
smoke  and  alcohol  free  Bowling 

Center.  Call  about  lock-in,  group 
rates,  fund  raisers,  and  leagues. 

Located  at  820  Cooper  Road,.  Jackson, 

Miss.  (601)  372-7700. _ 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  Company, 


atian,  state  convention,  and  spe¬ 
cial  offerings.  For  fen  years  mis¬ 
sion  teams  have  gone  to  South 
America  and  ItKations  hem  at 
home.  He  led  in  the  construction 
of  the  asscxriational  office  build¬ 
ing  for  Marshall  County. 

Don  loved  his  churches  and 
his  pastors,  as  evidenced  by  the 
presence  of  over  60  pastors  and 
denominational  workers  at  his 
funeral.  He  was  my  friend  for 
47  years.  A  giant  in  missions  is 
gone  from  our  midst.  He  will 
be  missed. 

Jon  F.  Meek,  interim  AMD 
Lafayette  Asswiation  , 
Oxford  ■ 


ANNIVERSARIES  SET 
Editor: 

Pope  Church,  Pope,  will  cel¬ 
ebrate  its  one  hundred  thirtieth 
anniversary  on  September  29. 
The  pastor  and  congregation 
extend  a  special  invitation  to  all 
former  pastors,  members,  and 
friends  of  the  church  to  attend. 
The  program  will  begin  at  10 
a.m.,  followed  by  a  covered 
dish  lunch  as  only  the  ladies  of 
Pope  Church  can  prepare. 
There  will  be  no  afternoon  or 
evening  services. 

Former  pastors  and  special 
guests  will  nave  an  opptirtunity 
to  share  during  the  planned  twc> 
hour  program.  Nursery  care  is 
available  for  small  children.  For 
more  information,  contact  the 
church  at  (601)  563-3271. 

Jimmy  Bryant,  pastor 

Pope  Church,  Pope 

Editor: 

Macedonia  Church  in 
Brookhaven  will  be  celebrating 
its  sesquicentennial  anniver¬ 
sary  on  October  6.  The  day  will 
begin  with  Sunday  School  at 
9:15  a.m.  An  exciting  morning 
worship  service  will  follow  at 
10:30  a.m.  A  potluck  lunch  will 
be  served  in  the  Family  Life 
Center  at  noon. 

A  museum  of  old  things 
relating  to  the  church  will  be 
locatea  in  the  old  fellowship 
hall.  Included  in  the  museum 
will  b^  display  of  items  placed 
in  a  time  box  located  behund  the 
cornerstone  of  the  sanctuary 
when  it  was  built  in  1968. 

The  pastor,  staff,  members, 
and  friends  would  like  to  invite 


all  former  members,  pastors, 
and  staff  to  attend.  The  church 
can  be  contacted  at  12.30 
Macedonia  Road  NW, 
Brookhaven,  MS  39601. 
Telephone:  (601 )  833-6760. 

'  David  Sellers,  pastor 
Macedonia  Church 
Brookhaven 

*r 

Editor: 

West  Jackson  Street 
Church,  Tupelo,  will  celebrate 
its  fortieth  anniversary  on 
October  6.  The  special  wor¬ 
ship  service  will  begin  at  9 
a.m.  and  conclude  at  12  noon. 
Past  members  of  the  church 
are  invited  to  the  celebration. 
It  would  be  great  to  renew 
friendships  and  worship  the 
Lord  Jesus  as  we  celebrate  the 
past  and  look  to  the  future. 
Bert  Harper,  pastor 
West  Jackson  St.  Church 
Tupelo 

Editor: 

Moorhead  Church, 

Moorhead,  will  celebrate  its 
one  hundredth  anniversary  on 
October  13.  Former  pastor 
Charles  Ray  Sr.  will  be  tne  vis¬ 
iting  minister.  Former  members 
ancl  friends  are  invited  to 
attend  the  celebration. 

Fellowship  will  begin  at  10 
a.m.  The  morning  service  will 
begin  at  11  a.m.,  mllowed  by  a 
luncheon  in  the  fellowship  hall. 
The  program  will  inclucle  two 
tesolutions  presented  to  the 
families  of  two  deceased  dea¬ 
cons:  C.E.  (Pete)  Wood  Sr.,  and 
James  W.  Cartwright.  For  more 
information,  contact  me  at 
(662)  246-5336. 

Annette  Honeycutt 
Moorhead 

Editor: 

Blythe  Creek  Church, 
Mathiston,  will  be  hosting  its 
one  hundred  twenty-fifth 
anniversary  celebration  on 
October  20.  We  will  have  a  full 
day  of  activities  beginning  at  10 
a.m.  All  former  pastors  are  mven 
a  special  invitation  to  attend  and 
share  their  memories  during  the 
afternoon  service  that  begins  at 
1:30  p.m.  Former  members  are 
also  mvited  to  attend.  They  may 
contact  the  church  at  Route  2, 
Box  298,  Mathiston,  MS  39752. 
Telephone:  (662)  263^886. 
Sandra  Williams 
Mathiston 


Inc.;  old  Bibles  rebound.  Also  church 
bulletins  and  hymnals.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  call  (662)  453-7424  or  fax  us  at 
(662)  455-6743.  Located  at  107  North 
Stone  Avenue,  Greenwood,  Miss.  38930 
ENjOY  FALL  COLOR  IN  THE  Smokies 
atop  Bear  Mountain,  near  Gatlinburg, 
Pigeon  Forge,  Dollywood,  Outlet 
Malls,  and  the  Great  Smoky  Mountains 
National  Park,  CREYSTONE  is  the  per¬ 
fect  cabin  for  families  or  honeymoon- 
ers!  Space  for  eight,  fully  furnished. 
Satellite  TVA/CR,  Stone  Fireplace, 
HOT  TUB,  and  beautiful  views! 
RESERVE  GREYSTONE:  1-800-636- 
1 1 74  or  www^armtncabins.^m 
FULL-TIME  CHILDREN'S  MINISTER 
position.  New  Cbapel  Hill  Baptist 
Church,  West  Monroe,  LA.  Please  fax 
resume  to  (318)  396-1(X)4  or  email: 
NCHBCO  AOL.COM 
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MS  Positions  Ayjwrtf 

BI-VOCATIONAL  MINISTER  OF 
MUSIC  sought  by  church  averaging 
1 10  in  Sunday  School.  Please  e-mail 
resume  to  mwsigb@vicksburg.com  or 
fax  to  (601)  636-7574  or  mail  to 
Calvary  Baptist  Church,  2878  Old 
Hwy.  27,  Vicksburg,  MS  391^. 

STEEP  HOLLOW  BAPTIST  CHljjiCH, 
Mid-sized  church  seeking  part-time 
(potential  full-time)  Minister  of  Music, 
Steep  Hollow  Baptist  Church,  Raplarville, 
Miss.,  Two  Sunday  morning  services  plus 
Wednesday  night  services.  Must  lead 
Adult  Choir.  Please  call  (601)  795-4638 
or  fax  resume  to  (601)  795-4696. 
NEWHEBRON  BAPTIST  CHURCH: 
Part-time  youth  minister  (weekends 
only);  send  resumes  to:  P.O.  Box  37, 
Newhebron,  MS  39140  or  fax  to 
601-694-2252. 


Free  Resource! 

Planning  Financial  Suppot^ 

Of  ministers  and  church 
employees. 

A  workbook  to  help  churches 
develojPpay  and  benefit  plans 
for  ministers  and  church 


Homecomings 


Rat  Bemiddc:  Sept  11 

am;  cowesed  cfiah  hmdv  after¬ 
noon  single  with  ttie  Ne«lr 
River  ra  McNh;  guest 

speaker  siinan  Etkhaf^  pasloc 


Bigbccv  Amorp  Sept  15; 

10*30  am.;  11  am  aervioev 
Truman  Cuter  speaker; 
noon  meal;  1-30  pJXL,  aingjng 
with  Saved  by  Grace;  Tommy 
Whaley,  pastor: 


Friendsl^,  Mcr: 

ISSdi  year;  sept  Zl  and  22; 
Saturday,  630  pm;  Sunday, 
10:45  a.m,  noon  in  fci- 
lovvship  hidl;  Gordon 
Suunbui^,  Qinlon,  and 
Troy  Bankston,  McComb, 
euest  speakers,  and  Lanry 
McEwen,  Sliddl,  La.,  music; 
LaVeme  Summerlm  pastor. 


MUHaiy,  SmuaD:  S^  2% 
vices,  10^  am  and  1  p 


ipj 

dinner  win  be  served  ii  B- 
lowdup  haU;  George  AiAman, 
guest  speaker;  )oey  Wyalt 
musiq  Nfike  Aunman,  paator 


178m  year;! 

SchooC  930  am;  wonrii%>,' 
1030  am;  Luths  Fariey, 

‘  Cleveland,  Tenn.,  mesaage; 
hmdi  in  fdlowshjp  han  mi- 
lowing  morning  aecvioes; 
cemetery  meeting,  1  pum.; 
followed  by  afternoon  con- 
nerariey  Family. 


cert  by  the' 

North: 

Sent  15;  1030  am.;  dinner 
followed  Iw  afternoon 
stnong  wim  Higgler  Gaound; 
Boooj^agner,  speaker 


Van  safety  issue  heating  up  for  churches 

I  Indeed,  in  one  recent  Church  same  wheel  base  as  a  car,  while  extending 


Indeed,  in  one  recent  - 

Executive  magazine  survey,  only  30  per¬ 
cent  of  churches  said  they  did  not  own  a 
15-passenger  van.  The  remaining  70  per¬ 
cent  said  they  did  own  such  a  vehicle, 
although  31.4%  said  they  were  looking 
to  phase  out  their  use. 

Nevertheless,  there  are  a  lot  of  church 
vans  on  the  road  —  and  while  a  majority  of 
users  never  experience  a  problem,  some 
congregations  have  suffered  through  tragic 
accidents.  Church  Executive  reports  in  its 
June  2002  issue. 


By  Lacey  Thom] 
Louisana  Baptist , 


First  in  a  series 


Everything  is  set  for  the  summer  mis¬ 
sion  trip  —  the  kids  are  all  gathered 
around  the  van.  The  luggage  is  all  stowed 
in  the  small  trailer  behind  the  van  and  on 
the  van's  rooftop  rack. 

At  6:12  a.m.,  the  van  leaves  the  church 
parking  lot,  less  than  15  minutes  behind 
schedule,  headed  for  service  —  and  possi¬ 
bly  an  accident.  tl  M'~ 

The  scenario  is  harsh,  and  S  m 
some  would  say  unnecessary.  1  M 
However,  others  disagree,  citing 
recent  advisories  about  15-pas-  raRftjg 
senger  vans,  the  same  type  used  jnR 


"In  fact  15-passeneer  vans  SAFETY  HAZARD?  —  Government  officials  and  insurance  compa-  be  deadly. 

(with  10  or  moie^cupants)  had  a  nies  have  begun  to  question  the  safety  and  stability  of  1  S-passenger  "i  don't  think  a  vehicU 
rollover  rate  in  single  vehicle  vans  like  this  wrecked  model  in  an  undated  photograph.  (Photo  cour-  with  their  rollover  rah 
crashes  that  is  nearly  three  times  tesy  of  the  Louisiana  Baptist  Message)  should  be  ori  th^e  road, 

tfie  rate  of  those  that  were  lightly  — — - - - -  emphasizes  Milt  Chase,  ai 

loaded."  The  Church  Executive  article  opens  by  engineer  who  helped  design  the  comput 

That  is  not  just  a  federal  agency  talking,  recounting  three  such  crashes  dating  back  er  software  that  Ford  uses  to  test  rollove 
Experience  cortfirms  the  danger.  Indeed,  m  to  1995.  All  involved  at  le^t  one  fatality  resistance  oii  vehicles.  ^ 

a  tnree-montfi  period  at  the  start  of  2000,  six  and  numerous  serious  irijuries.  Chase  made  his  comment  on  a  recent  6( 

15-passenger  van  accidents  occurred  "From  1995  to  2001,  Church  Mutual  cus-  Minutes  11"  television  segment  on  the  dan 
inv&ving  college  sports  teams,  with  a  num-  tomers  suffered  more  than  32300  automo-  gers  of  15-passenger  vans, 

ber  of  students  lolled  or  seriously  injured.  In  bile  accidents,"  the  article  reports. 'Twenty  The  television  report  acknowledge< 

all  but  one  of  foe  accidents,  foe  vans  rolled,  of  those  involved  15-passenger  vans  and  what  other  observers  agree  on  as  well  - 
From  1990-2000,  there  was  a  total  of  388  resulted  in  17  fatalihes  and  68  serious  foe  vans  are  not  unstable  under  norma 
rollovers  involving  15-passengers  vans,  injuries.  ...Half  of  the  20  accidents  were  conditions.  ,  t  «■ 

with  268  of  those  single-vehicle  crashes.  All  caused  by  tire  failure.  In  many  of  foe  acci-  Even  the  National  Highway  Traff  i 

in  all,  558  fatalities  were  recorded,  includ-  dents,  untrained  or  young  drivers  were  Safety  Administration  says  there  is  nothin] 
ing  424  in  foe  single-vehicle  rollovers.  involved,  and  most  of  those  injyred  or  inherently  wrong  with  the  vehicles 

Nevertheless,  use  of  15-passenger  vans  killed  were  not  wearing  seat  belts."  Indeed,  they  have  a  rollover  rate  less  thai 

remains  popular.  Some  statistics  report  Are  15-passenger  vans  re^y  that  that  of  light  trucks  and  sports  utility  vehi 
fom  are  1.4  million  of  them  currently  reg-  unsafe?  Well,  yes  and  no.  cles,  when  lightly  loaded, 

istered  in  the  United  States.  To  be  honest.  It  seems  foe  blame  lies  in  two  plac^  Problems  come  when  the  vans  are  full 

they  are  driven  millions  of  miles  each  year  actually  —  in  the  vans  themselves  and  in  loaded  and  sudden  or  emergency  maneu 
without  incident,  used  as  airport/hotel  foe  fact  that  many  are  operated  without  vers  are  made. 

shuttle  vehicles,  by  scout  groups,  by  day-  taking  some  careful  precautionary  steps.  ,  , 

care  centers,  by  government,  by  disabled  As  for  the  vans  themselves,  their  design  The  ^ptist  Message  is  the  newspurnal  c 

’groups  —  and  by  churches.  creates  a  problem.  Most  models  use  the  the  Louisiana  Etaptist  Convention. 

Qiurches  offered  tips  for  using  15-passenger  vans 

Observers  offer  a  host  of  pre-  vers  should  be  informed  that  •  Use  only  drivere  who  have  •  Prohibit  the  use  of  celluk 

cautionary  steps  persons  can  take  they  are  personally  responsible  received  specific  training  on  foe  phones  under  any  circuit 

re^iiding  foe  use  of  15-passenger  for  enforcing  it.  use  of  15-passenger  vans.  Several  stances  by  the  driver  whil 

v^  to  trareport  groups.  The  ra-  •  Load  absolutely  nothing  options  are  available,  including  a  operating  the  vehicle.  Howeve 

lowing  oon^led  I&  includes  sug-  on  foe  van  roof.  van  driver  certification  course  a  cell  phone  should  be  on  boar 

g^stions  from  foe  National  •  Use  well-rested  van  drivers,  offered  1^  foe  National  Safety  for  use  in  emereenci^. 

Highway  Ttafik  Safety  Drivers  should  drive  cautious-  Council.  This  training  should  be  •  Require  all  drivers  to  b 
Ai£ntoktration,Chi4tian  Ministry  ly.  Maintain  a  speed  that  is  ^fe  repeated  every  foree  years.  approved  pursuant  to  churc 

Resources  and  other  sources:  under  foe  conditions  and  be  •  Keep  the  van’s  gas  tank  as  policy.  Drivers  must  have  tb 

•  Drive  with  fewer  than  10  especially  careful  on  rural  and  full  as  possible  on  trips.  appropriate  class  of  licens( 

occupants.  In  single-vehicle  curved  roads.  •  Prohibit  the  van  from  and  foe  church  should  condu( 

cruhes,  IS-passenger  vans  rolled  •  Inspect  tires  monthly  to  being  driven  in  excess  of  60  a  check  of  each  driver’s  recor 

over  85%  ofW  time  when  loaded  check  for  wear  and  proper  infla-  miles  TOr  hour.  for  feaffic  offenses  or  licens 

with  10  or  more  occupiants,  com-  tion.  A  15-passengCT  van's  ten-  •  Prohibit  the  towing  of  restrictions  to  determine  if  tb 
pared  to  3^  of  foe  time  when  dency  to  roll  over  increases  dra-  heavy  or  multi-axle  trailers  or  driver  is  suitable.  This  shoul 
loaded  with  less  than  10  persons,  matically  during  emergency  another  vehicle.  be  upidated  annually. 

•  Seat  (xxupants  from  foe  maneuvers,  such  as  a  panic  •  F*rcfoibit  foe  use  of  any  van  •  Drivers  shoulci  be  prohil 

front  of  foe  van  rearward.  response  to  a  tire  blowout.  after  midnight  tind  before  o  a.m.  ited  from  driving  for  more  tha 

•  Require  each  cxrcupant  to  •  If  foe  van’s  wheels  drop  off  Overnight  trips  will  be  an  option  10  hours  in  any  24-hour  perio 

wear  a  seat  belt  at  all  times.  The  the  road,  gradually  reduce  only  if  a  prof^icmal  transporta-  (unless  a  shorter  limitation 
van  owner  should  adopt  a  writ-  speed  and  steer  back  onto  the  tion  company  is  used  that  pro-  provided  under  an  applicab 
ten  seat  belt  policy,  and  foe  dri-  road  when  it  is  safeTb  do  so.  vides  born  the  vehicle  and  driver,  law  or  regulation). 
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Family  Bible  Study 


God  is  Patient 

Jonah  1:1  -  4:11;  II  Peter  3:1 
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By  Gene  Neal 


Dear  God,  please  give  me 
patience,  and  give  it  to  me  right 
now!  How  many  of  us  have  at 
least  thou^t  it  if  not  actually 
prayed  it?  Patience  is  a  difficult 
topic  for  many  people  due  to  the 
fact  that  it  is  a  virtue  few  have  in 
abundance.  Thankfully,  it  is  a 
virtue  that  our  heavenly  Father 
does  have  in  abundance.  God 
showed  great  patience  with 
mankind  in  the  years  before  the 
Flood.  He  could  nave  judged  the 
less  ne  Sc 


world  for  the  wickedness  he  saw; 
yet  he  held  back  his  wrath  and 
sent  Noah  to  preach  to  the  peo¬ 
ple.  Another  instance  of  God's 
great  patience  is  found  in  the 
story  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah. 
God  patiently  waited  while 
Abraham  interceded  for  the 
cities,  willing  to  spare  them  all 


had  he  found  ten  right¬ 
eous  people  in  Sodom. 

The  patience  of  God  1^  • 
is  again  seen  in  the 
book  of  Jonah.  The  entire  book 
of  Jonah  is  a  wonderful  lesson 
about  the  power,  plan,  and 

tiatience  of  God,  showing  us  a 
oving  God  that  has  all  of  cre¬ 
ation  at  his  disposal.  Notice  the 
number  of  elements  he  chooses 
to  use  to  eet  Jonah's  attention 
and  speaK  to  him.  As  we 
remember,  Jonah  was  called  by 
God  to  preach  to  the  wicked 
Assyrian  city  of  Nineveh. 
Jonah  simply  refused,  ran  from 
God,  boarded  a  ship,  encoun¬ 
tered  a  storm,  was  tossed  over¬ 
board,  took  a  three-day  cruise 
in  the  belly  of  a  great  fish, 
repented,  and  was  spit  out  onto 
diy  land.  (Now  go  read  Jonah  1 
and  2  for  the  unabridged  ver¬ 


sion.)  We  continue  to  see 
God's  great  power  as  he 
blesses  the  preaching  of 
Jonah  resultme  in  a  city- 
wide  revival.  L^ter,  God 
once  again  uses  his  cre¬ 
ation  to  teach  Jonah 
another  lesson.  Rather 
than  rejoicing  over  the 
saving  power  of  God 
and  the  fact  that  he  was 
able  to  see  it  first  hand, 
Jonah  became  bitter  and  pout¬ 
ed  that  he  didn't  get  his  way. 
Jonah  could  have  easily  joined 
the  ranks  of  those  across  the 
years  who  have  believed  that 
God,  church,  and  all  that  hap¬ 
pens  revolves  around  what  we 
want  rather  than  embracing  the 
truth  that  eveiythii\g  is  about 
God  and  what  honors  him. 

The  book  of  Jonah  also 
clearly  teaches  us  about  the 
plan  of  God.  In  Luke  19:10 
Jesus  stated,  "For  the  Son  of 
Man  came  to  seek  and  to  save 
what  was  lost."  (NIV)  Jesus 
also  said  that  he  simply  did 
what  he  saw  his  Father  doing. 
(John  5:19)  One  of  the  times 
Jesus  saw  his  Father  seeking 


and  saving  the  lost  was  in  the 
book  of  Jonah.  The  final  verse, 
Jonah  4:11,  makes  it  very  clear 
that  God's  ultimate  goal  in 
dealing  with  humanity  is  to 
see  lost  people  saved.  Ezekiel 
18:23  and  32  reinforce  this 
idea.  Another  part  of  God's 

flan  is  that  he  desires  to  use 
elievers  to  reach  out  to  the 
lost.  Amazingly,  the  God  who 
can  use  the  wind,  a  fish,  and  a 
worm  would  prefer  to  use  us 
to  accomplish  his  master  plan 
to  save  the  world.  As  his  chil¬ 
dren  and  members  of  his  fam¬ 
ily,  it  only  makes  good  sense 
that  we  would  adopt  his  plan 
for  the  world. 

There  is  a  common  thread 
that  runs  through  the  entire 
book  of  Jonah.  In  the  midst  of 
his  power  and  plan  we  see  his 

ftatience.  God  showed  merci- 
ul  patience  with  Jonah  in 
^ite  of  his  disobedience. 
Think  of  the  trouble  God 
went  to  in  order  to  get  Jonah's 
attention.  God  again  was 
atient  with  Jonah  when 
onah  threw  a  tantrum  after 
the  revival.  God  was  gra¬ 


r< 


ciously  patient  with  the  peo- 

f>le  of  Nineveh  by  sending 
onah  their  way  and  allowing 
them  the  time  and  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  repent. 

While  we  can  be  thankful 
that  God  was  patient  with 
Jonah  and  the  people  of 
Nineveh,  we  can  be  more 
thankful  that  he  is  patient 
with  people  today.  II  Peter  3:9 
tells  us  tnat  God  s  patience  is 
the  very  thing  preventing  uni¬ 
versal  destruction  and  final 
judgment.  This  world  is  not 
held  together  by  our  environ¬ 
mental  policies,  protection 
groups,  military  might,  scien¬ 
tific  discoveries,  or  anything 
else  of  -  human  design.  Time 
continues  simply  because  God 
is  patient!  He  wants  to  pro- 
viae  more  time  for  lost  people 
to  repent  and  turn  to  him.  He 
also  wants  to  provide  more 
time  for  believers  to  have  the 
privilege  and  joy  of  sharing 
the  message  or  nis  love,  for¬ 
giveness,  and  salvation. 

Neal  is  pastor  at  First  Church, 
Quitman. 


question:  How  do  you  thus  his  deity.  Jesus  was  help-  servants  throughout  the  Old 
express  your  faith  in  ing  the  host  who  had  run  out  of  Testament.  Remember  that  just 
Jesus  Chnst?  refreshments.  Jesus  never  used  as  the  miracles  in  Egypt 

1.  Learn  About  Jesus,  his  power  for  display.  showed  God's  power,,  so  also. 

Read  John  2: 1-4.  Are  you  looking  for  God  at  the  miracles  or  Jesus  showed 

Mary  knew  a  great  work  around  you?  As  we  learn  the  power  of  God. 
deal  about  Jesus  based  on  more  about  Jesus,  we  will  see  Have  you  struggled  with  the 
her  relationship  with  him  evidence  of  his  power.  truth  about  Jesus?  Real  life  is 

and  the  information  the  3.  Express  Faith  in  Jesus,  offered  to  all  on  the  basis  of 
angels  gave  her.  (See  Luke  Read  John  2:11 .  faith  in  Jesus  Christ.  Those  who 

1:26-38)  But  like  the  disci-  Believing  in  Jesus  is  essential  hear  about  Jesus  have  to  decide 

pies  and  like  us,  she  s^  is  obtaining  real  life.  The  disci-  if  they  will  exercise  faith  in 
had  more  to  learn.  It's  pies  had  expressed  their  faith  him.  ’For  some  putting  their 

-  ■  j  -‘--j  m  Jesus  Christ  before  the  mira-  faith  in  Jesus  Chnst  is  difficult. 

cle  at  the  wedding.  (Some  They  want  real  life  but  are  not 
examples  are  John  1: 37,  39-43,  willing  to  make  a  genuine  com- 
49-50.)  Thus  the  expression  of  mitment  of  faith  in  Jesus.  Only 
faith  in  verse  11  was  not  the  a  mustard  seed-sized  faith  is 
first  such  expression  by  all  of  required.  As  you  learn  more 
to  the  disciples.  It  was  important  and  more  about  Jesus  and  His 
for  them  as  it  is  for  us,  to  regu-  power,  choose  to  express  your 
larly  express  our  faith  both  ver-  faith  in  him.  Repent  of  your  sin 
bally  and  in  our  lifestyle.  of  selfishness,  make  a  decision 

You  can  know  about  Jesus  and  to  receive  Christ,  and  express 
the  importance  of  doing  not  loiow  him  personally.  Being  a  your  faith  in  Jesus.  Like  Jesus' 
k>d  wants  for  our  lives.  Christian  is  a  daily  relationship  disciples,  our  faith  in  him  will 

with  thejiving  Lord  Jesus.  grow  as  we  continually  trust 

As  the  di^iples  witnessed  nim.  The  Church  is  the  bride  of 
Jesus  display  the  power  of  God,  Christ.  Be  a  part  of  the  real  life 
they  more  and  more  under-  he  promises.  Believe  Jesus! 

stood  the  purpose  and  mission  - 

of  Jesus.  Remember  is  a  word  Cau^hman  is  a  member  of  First 
that  God  repeated  through  his  Church,  Magee. 
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out  from  the  rest  of  the  mail,  responsibility  to  pray  Caughman 
An  oversize  creamy-white  for  the  couple  and 
envelope,  the  address  beauti-  encourage  the  marriage  in  the  important  to  understand  that 
fully  lettered.  Often  a  special  days  ahead.  -  Jesus  was  not  showing  disrespect 

postage  stamp  with  some  sym-  You  are  invited  this  Sunday  in  his  respxjnse  to  Maiy.  "Dear 
Dol  oflove  is  attached  to  the  top  to  a  very  special  wedding  woman"  can  be  a  term  of  endear- 
right  comer.  Inside  the  enve-  described  in  chapter  two  or  ment.  When  Mary  told  Jesus 
lope  is  another  envelope  with  John.  The  wedding  in  Cana  of  about  the  shortage  of  wine,  he 
the  invitation  to  a  wedding  Galilee  was  made  even  more  indicated  he  was  Tookin] 
covered  with  thin  paper  to  pro-  sp^ial  because  of  the  presence  God  for  guidance  in  his 
tect  the  words.  You  read  the  of  invited  guests,  Jesus,  his  dis-  Do  you  know  more  about 
lovely  words.  You  are  invited...  ciples,  and  his  mother.  During  Jesus  than  you  did  this  time  last 
Every  wedding  is  special  as  the  reception  following  the  cer- 
a  man  and  a  woman  join  two  emony,  Jesus  preformed  his 
lives  to  form  one.  A  wedding  first  miracle.  Though  this  les- 
does  not  make  a  marriage,  but  son  focus  is  on  that  miracle  of 
is  a  distinct  beginning  as  vows  turning  water  into  wine  at  the  Read  John  2:  5-10. 
are  pledged  before  God  and  wedding  feast,  do  read  the  Mary  was  nol 
witnesses.  God  ordained  mar-  entire  chapter.  The  lesson  Jesus  response,  fo 
riage  and  cares  about  each  emphasizes  that  real  life  servants,  "Do  whi 
new  family  unit  formed  in  a  involves  placing  one's  faith  in  you"  (v.5).  The  mi 
marriage.  Family  and  friends  Jesus.  This  weeK  consider  this  was  evidence  of  h 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 


All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing, 
HmMnnmn  and  all  photographs  are  subject  to  crop- 

**®®®**“"  ping.  News  items  and/or  photographs 

^  can  be  published  one  time  only. 

•  Deadline  for  submitting  news  is  one 

^  week  prior  to  requested  publication 
date. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
be  published  on  a  space-available  basis. 

Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and  Requests  to  return  photographs  must  be 
white.  Instant  photos  and  digital  printouts  accompanied  by  a  self-addressed, 
are  not  reproclucible.  Digital  photos  may  stamped  envelope, 
be  used  if  submitted  as  a  JPEG  filewia  Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
either  (a)  e-mail,  (b)  three-and-a-half  inch  Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
floppy  disk,  or  (c)  CD.  Photos  must  be  MS  39205-0530.  FAX:  (601)  292-3330. 
clear,  sharp,  arxl  well-lighted.  E-mail:  baptistrecord@mbcb.org. 


The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  ana  photographs  of  special  events 
that  take  place  in  cooperating  churches  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  submitted  for  publication  in  The_«^ 
Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit¬ 
ten,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  1 1 -inch 
paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  staridardized 
forms  provided  by  the  newspaper.  All  arti¬ 
cles  must  be  received  in  writing;  no  arti¬ 
cles  will  be  accepted  over  the  telephone. 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically 
to  the  address  below,  and  must  be  con¬ 
tained  in  the  message  s^ment  of  an  e- 
mail  form.  Due  to  increasing  virus  threats. 


no  text  attachments  will  be  accepted. 
Photograph  attachments  are  permissible. 

Please  make  articles  concise.  Include 
the  who,  what,  when,  where  details  of 
the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's 
address  and  telephone  number. 


Special  ATS  treat  in  store  for  Halloweeners 

_  _  _  .  ••  .1  r> _  istry's  Operation  Hanrrw’k  Hirprtnr  r 

Child.  Samaritan's 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
Trick-or-treaters  will  get  more 
than  a  handful  of  candy  this  Oct. 
31  when  they  knock  on  the  door 
of  someone  participating  in  the 
American  Tract  Society  (ATS) 
Halloween  evangelism  effort. 


According  to  the  Barna 
Research  Group,  85%  of  all 
Christians  make  their  com¬ 
mitment  to  Christ  between 
the  ages  of  four  and  14, 


Christmas 

_  i  Purse,  led  by 

Franklin  Graham,  has  delivered 
gift-filled  Christmas  shoebpxes 
and  demonstrated  God's  love 


Southern  said,  underscoring  ^  to  more  than  18  million  chil- 
the  importance  of  Halloween  dren  in  110  countries. 


Halloween  O 

RESCUE  Kit 


m 

Activityl 


COMPLETE  HALLOWEEN  EVANGELISM  KIT 


"ATS’  newest  'Halloween 
Rescue  Kit'  gives  Christians  a 
tool  to  rescue  Halloween^^^^is 
year  with  the  sweet  taste  of  sal¬ 
vation  spelled  out  in  treats  and 
gospel  tracts  desimed  specifical- 
g  for  Halloween  f 


Bibliocipher 

By  Charles  Marx 
copyright  2002 

ZST  TMAS  XF  ZST 
PJAU'S,  MKU  ZST 
COPKTFF  ZSTATJC;  ZST 
NJAPU,  MKU  ZSTL  ZSTL 
"zSMZ  UNTPP  ZSTATXK. 
VFMPHF 

ZNTKZL-C)OA;  JKT 
Clue:  S^H 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  kntrwiedge.  A 
King  fames  Version  Bible  verse 
has  been  efK  oded  by  letter  substi¬ 
tution.  The  same  letter  is  substi¬ 
tuted  throughout  the  puzzle. 
Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  week's  puzzle:  fohn 
Eight  :Jweray-Nine. 


iigned 

_  n  nandout,"  said 

)cin  SouOiem,  president  of  ATS. 


evangelism  tracts  as 
evangelism  tools. 

The  kit  includes 
tracts  designed  with 
pictures  of  kids 
dressed  up  as 
American  real-life 
heroes  such  as  a  nurse, 
a  firefighter,  a  doctor,  a 
businesswoman,  and 
even  a  ballerina. 

"We  see  the  heroes 
and  rescue  aspects  of 
the  kit  especially 
appropriate  this  year 
because  America  and 
America's  children 
have  realized  heroism 
on  a  new  level  after 
9/11,"  Southern  said. 

In  addition  to  the 
tracts,  individually 
wrapped  taffy  candy, 
colorful  stickers  and 
clear  sealable  bags  — 
enough  for  31  children 
—  are  included.  For 
youth  and  adults,  sin¬ 
gle  tracts  called 

Deparating  Hallo¬ 
ween  Fact  from  Folklore"  and 
"Reaching  Kids  on  Halloween" 
are  also  in  each  kit.  The  ATS 
website  is  www.atstracts.org. 

Samaritan's  Purse  is  provid¬ 
ing  inserts  for  the  ATS 
Halloween  kits  with  order 
forms  tp  participate  in  the  min- 


"Samaritan's  Purse  is  excited 
to  work  with  the  American 
Tract  Society  to  impact  the  lives 
of  boys  and  girls  here  in  the 
United  States,^Graham  said. 

ATS,  based  in  Garland, 
Texas,  has  been  the  nation's 
hallmark  publisher  of  religious 
tracts  since  1825,  and  the 
Halloween  tracts  have  been 
popular  for  many  years. 

At  the  Dallas-area  Preston- 
wood  Baptist  Church  in  Plano, 
a  Halloween  night  festival 
spreads  across  10  acres  of  the 
cnurch  campus  and  draws  a 
crowd  of  more  than  20,000  each 
year.  Children's  leader  Diana 
Pendley  called  it  one  of  their 
biggest  and  busiest  evcmgelism 
outreaches  all  year. 

Each  guest  who  registers  to 
win  door  prizes  or  participates 
in  any  of  tne  more  than  100  car¬ 
nival  and  inflatable  games,  rock 
climbing,  petting  zoo,  and  food 
booths  gets  a  bag  of  candy  and 
an  ATS  Halloween  tract. 

"We  use  tracts  because  they 
are  short  and  easy  to  read  and 
share  the  gospel  message  effec¬ 
tively,"  Pendley  said  in  an  ATS 
news  release.  "They  go  home 
with  people  and  speak  to  them 
in  a  voice  that  reaches  beyond 
our  voices  in  the  quiet  times 
when  they  need  to  hear  the 
message  most.” 


Joey  Hancock,  director  of 
ATS'  church  ministry  division, 
said  churches  across  the  coun¬ 
try  are  becoming  more  active 
in  Halloween  evangelism 
efforts  each  year. 

"Halloween  is  the  only  time 
of  the  year  that  the  people  are 
coming  to  our  doors  exacting 
treats,  and  Christians  are 
learning,  when  an  opportunity 
like  this  knocks,  not  to  waste 
it,"  he  said.  "Churches  are 
using  the  tracts  like  24-hour 
evangelists,  clearly  painting 
the  gospel  and  giving  folks 
something  to  think  back  on  the 
days  after  Halloween." 

As  a  new  feature  this  year, 
Halloween  e-tracts  also  can  be 
sent  from  the  ATS 
www.atstracts.org  website. 

Christians  in  the  United 
States  order  nearly  three  mil¬ 
lion  Halloween  outreach  items 
from  ATS  each  year  during  the 
six-week  countdown  to  Oct.  31, 
Southern  said. 

"As  a  kid,  1  never  once  heard 
about  Jesus  from  my  friends  or 
neighbors  unless  it  was  when 
they  cursed  using  his  name," 
^uthem  said.  "Fortunately  my 
parents  told  me  about  Jesus. 
Many  today  have  no  one  in 
their  lives  to  tell  them  about 
Christ,  unless  the  followers  of 
Christ  are  willing  to  be  mission¬ 
aries  in  their  own  communities. 

"When,  but  Halloween,  do 
we  have  more  folks  coming  up 
to  our  doors?  All  we  have  to  do 
is  answer  with  more  than  they 
are  asking  —  a  Gospel  tract  and 
a  candy  treat." 


Parents  group  warns  of  slipping  TV  standards 


WASHINGTON  (BP  and 
local  reports)  —  An  entertain¬ 
ment  watchdog  organization's 
list  of  the  10  b^t  and  10  worst 
programs  on  broadcast  televi¬ 
sion  may  soon  need  revising  as 
network  executives  reportedly 
are  considering  further  testing 
the  limits  of  decency. 

The  Parents  Television 
Council  (PTC)  placed  Doc  of 
the  Pax  Network  at  the  top  of 
its  10  best  list  and  named  Buffy 
the  •  Vampire  Slayer  of  the 
United  Paramount  Network  as 
the  worst  of  the  worst. 

Six  of  the  10  best  shows  were 
new.  That  fact,  plus  the  renew¬ 
al  for  a  new  season  of  most  of 
the  10  best  programs,  prompt¬ 
ed  PTC  President  Brent  Bozell 
to  say,  "It  appears  that  the  net¬ 
works  are  fmally  starting  to  lis¬ 
ten  to  the  collective  voice  of 
parents  who  Wcmt  to  sit  down 
with  their  children  and  enjoy 
high-quality,  family-friendly 
programming  in  prime  time." 

The  rankings,  however, 
demonstrate  "the  networks  have 
a  long  way  to  go  before  parents 
can  be  assured  mat  their  cnildren 
will  not  be  bombarded  with  filth 
during  prime  time,"  Bozell 
acknowtedged  in  a  written  state¬ 
ment.  "The  networks  irresponsi¬ 
bly  market  these  adult-onented 
programs  to  younger  audiences, 
ana  they  refuse  to  consider  the 


consequences  of  what  happens 
when  children  are  continuously 
exposed  to  lewd  and  offensive 
prr^amming." 

Tnat  kind  of  programming 
may  grow  even  worse  when  the 
new  season  opens  this  fall. 
Network  executives  are  demon¬ 
strating  a  willingness  to  push 
the  decency  envdop>e  even  fur¬ 
ther  in  the  wake  of  such  new 
cable  TV  programs  as  The  Shield 
and  The  Oswumes,  according 
to  The  Hollywood  Reporter. 

While  cable  premium  chan¬ 
nel  HBO  has  produced  in  recent 
years  shows  marked  by  sex,  vio¬ 
lence,  obscenities,  and  profani¬ 
ties,  networks  such  as  rX  and 
MTV  have  been  successful  at 
pushing  basic  cable's  limits  in 
the  last  year.  This  summer,  real¬ 
ity  programs  such  as  NBC's  Dog 
Eat  Deg  and  CBS'  Big  Brother  111 
have  further  tested  broadcast 
television's  standards,  accord¬ 
ing  to  The  Reporter. 

A  recent  study,  however, 
may  discourage  advertisers 
from  sponsoring  programs 
containing  sex  and  violence. 
Research  by  two  Iowa  State 
University  psychology  profes¬ 
sors  showed  that  people 
recalled  advertisements 
shown  during  "Neutral"  pro¬ 
grams  better  than  those  tele¬ 
cast  during  sexually  explicit  or 
violent  programming. 


Viewers  of  "neutral"  shows 
demonstrated  a  better  memory 
both  immediately  after  the  pro¬ 
grams  and  a  day  later,  according 
to  an  article  published  in  the 
Journal  of  Applied  Psychology. 
This  finding  proved  true  of  men 
and  women  of  all  ages  and 
regardless  of  whether  they  liked 
violent  or  sexually  explicit  pro- 

g-ams.  Paxson  Communications 
orp.,  which  owns  the  Pax 
Channel,  funded  the  study. 

The  PTC's  10  best  list  of 
broadcast  programs  after  Doc 
consisted,  in  order,  of  Touched 
W  an  Angel  (CBS),  Sabrina,  the 
Teenage  Witch  (Warner 
Brothers),  7th  Heaven  (WB), 
Baby  Bob  (CBS),  Smallville 
(WB),  Reba  (WB),  The 
Ponderosa  (Pax),  George  Lopez 
(ABC),  and  Bemie  Mac  (Fox). 

The  shows  in  the  numbers 
five  to  10  slots  were  all  new. 
The  inclusion  of  Sabrina 
demonstrates  the  existence  of 
some  occultic  themes  does  not 
automatically  disqualify  a  pro¬ 
gram  from  PTC'spositive  rank¬ 
ings,  and  some  of  the  programs 
listed  also  contain  explicit  lan¬ 
guage  and  sexual  situations. 

After  Buffy  the  Vampire 
Slayer,  the  PTC's  10  worst  were, 
in  order.  Off  Centre  (WB),  Will 
and  Grace  (NBC),  Friends 
(NBC),  WWE  Smackdown 
(UPN),  Big  Brother  II  (CBS), 


;et  children  with  programs 
clearly  push  the  env^ope." 
4ore  than  75%  of  American 


CSI  (CBS),  Temptation  Island  II 
(Fox),  That  '70s  Show,  (Fox)  and 
Boston  Public  (Fox). 

The  PTC's  broadcast  TV 
rankings,  which  were  released 
Aug.  *2,  followed  by  only 
three  weeks  its  first  ratings  of 
cable  television’s  best  and 
worst  original  series. 

The  came  rankings  constitute 
a  "wake-up  call,"  FTC's  Bozell 
said  in  a  written  release.  "Basic 
cable  is  worse  than  ever  before. 
In  a  tasteless  attempt  to  boost 
ratings,  basic  cable  has  begun  to 
target  children  with 
that  I  * 

More 

homes  had  basic  cable  as  of  two 
years  ago,  according  to  PTC. 

The  worst  programs  in  PTC's 
cable  list,  beginnmg  with  No.  1, 
were  The  Shield,  Undressed 
(MTV),  South  Park  (Comedy 
Central),  The  Real  World 
(MTV),  WWE  Raw  (The 
Nahonal  Network),  The  Man 
Show  (Comedy  Central), 
Celebrity  Deathmatch  (MTV), 
The  Andy  Dick  Show  (MTV), 
Witchblade  (Turner  Network 
Television),  and  The  Osbournes. 

Editor’s  note:  The  Baptist 
Record  does  not  necessarily 
endorse  the  television  shows  listed 
by  PTC,  but  merely  provides  this 
article  as  a  resource  for  parents 
and  television  viewers  in  general. 
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